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Inside	this	issue:	

       CRS Corner 

          CRS Recertifications Due Soon  
October is the annual recertification deadline for the Community Rating  

System. In August, ISO/CRS Specialists send each community a detailed list 
of the activities for which they are receiving CRS credit. Some of the more 
common trouble spots for communities are  

▬ Annual reports, including those done for a public information program 
strategy (OPS, Activity 330) and a mitigation or floodplain management plan 
(Activity 510).  

▬ Under Activity 330 (Outreach Projects), copies of all the projects sent out 
during the year, including additional projects (OPA), projects done pursuant 
to a public information program strategy (OPS), and a project to the repeti-
tive loss area (Section 503 of the Coordinator’s Manual).  
▬ Reports from the local emergency manager on the annual exercise or drill 
of the emergency response plan, lessons learned from implementing the plan 
in response to an emergency or disaster, and the updated list of critical facili-
ties affected by flooding (Activity 610).  

One more piece of advice: unless the statement on the recertification form 
(AW-214) requires you to attach or provide some type of documentation, 
please do not attach or provide anything. All you need to do is initial that the 
particular activity is still being maintained. Remember that this year’s recerti-
fication is based on the 2007 Coordinator’s Manual.  

If you wish to submit your recertification electronically, please feel free to do 
so via e-mail with attachments or by submitting information on a CD. Just 
make sure the documents are appropriately marked to correspond with the 
activities.         Taken from the  July 2013 NFIP/CRS  Update 



2	

	

     Mitigating Your Community’s Risks before a Disaster 
 
The decisions community leaders make now can affect the lives and  investments of everyone in 
their community for decades. Smart community leaders must look to the future and plan ahead to 
ensure the long-term safety and sustainability of their entire communities. When  developing   
emergency plans for communities, it is essential to consider the impact of local risks from natural 
and manmade disasters.  
 
FEMA provides resources to communities to mitigate their short and long term risks. To learn more 
about mitigating your community risks learn more here:  

 
Risk Assessment , http://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-planning-risk-assessment 
 
Resources , http://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-planning-resources 
 
FAQs , http://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-planning-frequently-asked-questions 

The requirements 
to maintain your 
ASFPM  CFM  

Certification are: 

You must earn at 
least 4 of your 
CECs in your   
required  first  
year of the two 
year period. 

Over the two year 
period,  acquire 
16 Continuing  
Education Credits  

 (CEC’s), of 
which a maximum 
of 12  can be 
earned in any one 
year. On or before     
completion of the 
two years,  

submit the renewal 
form ( ASFPM 
will send you) and 
the appropriate fee 
for recertification, 
furnishing a listing 
of the training  
and/or education 
courses you have 
completed. 
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Continued on page 4 

                               Definitions of FEMA Flood Zone Designations 

Flood zones are geographic areas that the FEMA has defined according to varying levels of flood risk. These 
zones are depicted on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or Flood Hazard Boundary Map.  Each 
zone reflects the severity or type of flooding in the area. 

Moderate to Low Risk Areas 

In communities that participate in the NFIP, flood insurance is available to all property owners and renters 
in these zones:	
   ZONE                                                             	B	and	X	(Shaded)	

Area of moderate flood hazard, usually the area between the limits of the 100-year and 500-year floods. Are also 
used to designate base floodplains of lesser hazards, such as areas protected by levees from 100-year flood, or 
shallow flooding areas with average depths of less than one foot or drainage areas less than 1 square mile.  

 		C	and	X	(Shaded)	  

Area of minimal flood hazard, usually depicted on FIRMs as above the 500-year flood level.  

 

  

                                                             DESCRIPTION 

High Risk Areas 

In communities that participate in the NFIP, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply to all 
of these zones: 

 ZONE                                                                                                                        DESCRIPTION 

      A Areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding and a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage.  
Because detailed analyses are not performed for such areas; no depths or base flood elevations are shown with-
in these zones . 

      AE The base floodplain where base flood elevations are provided. AE Zones are now used on new format FIRMs  
instead of A1-A30 Zones.  

    A1-30 These are known as numbered A Zones (e.g., A7 or A14). This is the base floodplain where the FIRM shows a 
BFE (old format).  

     AH Areas with a 1% annual chance of shallow flooding, usually in the form of a pond, with an average depth rang-
ing from 1 to 3 feet. These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Base flood 
elevations derived from detailed analyses are shown at selected intervals within these zones.  

     AO River or stream flood hazard areas, and areas with a 1% or greater chance of shallow flooding each year, usual-
ly in the form of sheet flow, with an average depth ranging from 1 to 3 feet. These areas have a 26% chance of 
flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Average flood depths derived from detailed analyses are shown 
within these zones.  

     AR Areas with a temporarily increased flood risk due to the building or restoration of a flood control system (such 
as a levee or a dam). Mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements will apply, but rates will not exceed the 
rates for unnumbered A zones if the structure is built or restored in compliance with Zone AR floodplain    
management regulations.  
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Continued from page 3 

     A99 Areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding that will be protected by a Federal flood control system 
where construction has reached specified legal requirements. No depths or base flood elevations are 
shown within these zones.  

                                        High Risk - Coastal Areas 

In communities that participate in the NFIP, mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply to 
all of these zones: 

ZONE                                             DESCRIPTION 

  V Coastal areas with a 1% or greater chance of flooding and an additional hazard associated with storm 
waves. These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. No base flood 
elevations are shown within these zones.  

VE,  

V1-30 

Coastal areas with a 1% or greater chance of flooding and an additional hazard associated with storm 
waves. These areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. Base flood 
elevations derived from detailed analyses are shown at selected intervals within these zones. 

                                      Undetermined Risk Areas  

ZONE                                       DESCRIPTION 

       D Areas with possible but undetermined flood hazards. No flood hazard analysis has been conducted. 
Flood insurance rates are commensurate with the uncertainty of the flood risk.  

 

The  

Louisiana Floodplain 
Management Association 
will conduct its annual fall 
workshop in Chalmette, LA 
on October 25, 2013. Watch 
the LFMA website, 
www.lfma.org , for details as 
they become available. 

BW-12 Webinar for Local 
Officials and Floodplain 

Administrators 

As we all know, BW-12 (2012 Flood     
Insurance Reform Act) is in full swing and 
there have been updates in which FEMA 
would like to share with local  officials 
and floodplain administrators. FEMA    
Region VI is hosting a BW-12 webinar for 
local officials and floodplain administra-
tors on October 1, 2013 at 10:30am. To 
register in advance, go to     

https://octbw12forpa.evenbrite.com. 
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Flood Insurance         
Questions?   

Contact: 

Carlton “Carl” R. Watts, CFM 

NFIP Regional  

Manager, Region VI 

PO Box 13 

Wewoka, OK 74884 

405-257-9000 Direct 

cwatts@ostglobal.com 

 

Named in the top 100 
small towns in America by 
Norman Crampton 

 

Over 400 historical     
properties in downtown 
historic district 

Home to four governors, 
three U.S. Senators, a 
Chief Justice of the   
Louisiana Supreme Court, 
an Attorney General, a Lt. 
Governor, and two state 
senators 
 

Over 44,000 acres of sugar 
cane within St. Mary  
Parish 

Three carbon black plants 

Parish seat of government 
of St. Mary Parish. 

Easy access to an         
abundance of waterways 

mailto:cwatts@ostglobal.com�
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               Online Tutorials 
 The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) develops multimedia 
tutorials to provide in-depth training on different facets of the  National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and to support FEMA public education and 
outreach efforts as part of the Risk MAP (Mapping, Assessment, and Plan-
ning) strategy. Links to the online multimedia tutorials are provided below 
along with more detailed information about each tutorial. 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Tutorial,               
http://www.fema.gov/online-tutorials/firm-tutorial-system-
requirements 
This tutorial educates users on the use and application of FIRMs produced by FEMA in 
support of the NFIP. Each component of the FIRM is explored. The tutorial includes a 
section that contains examples of how to get specific information from FIRMs. 

Flood Insurance Study (FIS) Tutorial,                          
http://ww.fema.gov/online-tutorials/flood-insurance-study-
tutorial-system-requirements 
This tutorial educates users on the use and application of FIS reports produced by  
FEMA in support of the NFIP. Each component of the FIS report, including the data   
tables and Flood Profiles, is explored and explained. 
 	

                                Farewell Tammy Hansen 

For those of you that do not know, Tammy, FEMA      
Region VI Hazard Mitigation Specialist, has taken a job 
with FEMA Region IV in Atlanta, GA. We would like to 
wish her well in her new endeavor. Good luck           
Tammy!!!! 

http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program�
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program�
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program�
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program�
http://www.fema.gov/site-page/risk-mapping-assessment-and-planning-risk-map�
http://www.fema.gov/site-page/firm-tutorial-system-requirements�
http://www.fema.gov/site-page/fis-tutorial-system-requirements�


7	

	
FEMA's Emergency Management Institute (EMI) 

FALL & SPRING Continuing Education Opportunities   

There are still seats available for floodplain management courses at EMI that have been pre-approved for     
Continuing Education Credits (CECs) for CFMs. EMI courses are offered at the beautiful Emmitsburg, MD     
campus. If you are a state or  local government employee you may attend the training for FREE with all          
expenses covered except meals (meal tickets  approx. $100/week). . 

                                                                                        Upcoming Courses 

E273 Managing Floodplain Development through the NFIP (12 Core CECs) 

 October 21-24, 2013 - Seats still available!  

 March 17-20, 2014 

 May 5-8, 2014 

 September 15-18, 2014  

This is a basic NFIP four day course that lays the foundation for working with the NFIP in application in the field, 
and is targeted for local, Tribal, State and Federal Floodplain Managers.  Topics covered include outreach,      
mapping (risk determination), rules and regulations, permitting, elevation certificate, substantial damage and  
substantial improvement, flood insurance and legal issues as well as other important topics.  

 E282 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts II (12 Core CECs) 

 April 14-17, 2014 

This advanced floodplain management course is a dynamic and interactive instruction that covers the following 
four topics in detail: Manufactured Homes & RVs in the Floodplain, NFIP Insurance Principles for FPMs, Higher 
Standards in FPM, and Hydrology and Hydraulics for FPMs.  

 E284 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts III (12 Core CECs) 

 July 21-24, 2014 

This advanced floodplain management course is a dynamic and interactive instruction that covers the following 
five topics in detail: Floodway Standards, Disconnects between NFIP Regulations and Insurance, Common Non-
compliance Issues, Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps (DFIRMs), and Substantial Improvement / Substantial 
Damage.  

 E194 Advanced Floodplain Management Concepts (12 Core CECs) 

 August 25-28, 2014  

This advanced floodplain management course is a dynamic and interactive instruction that covers the following 
four topics in detail: NFIP Rules & Regulations in Depth, Letters of Map Change (LOMCs), Roles & Responsibili-
ties of the local FPM, and Preparing for post-disaster responsibilities.    

 To Apply 

Apply early to reserve your seat - courses fill quickly!   

   

You can find the EMI Course Description, Schedule and application materials on the EMI                                                           
website:      http://www.training.fema.gov/EMICourses/  	

http://www.training.fema.gov/EMICourses/�
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Our	goal	is	 lood	loss	reduction	.	.	.	

This	public	document	is	published	at	a	total	cost	of	$	0.40.	370	copies	of	this	public	document	were	published	in	this	First	printing	at	a	cost	of	$148.00	This	document	was	published	by	the	Louisiana	Department	of		Transportation			Reproduction	Unit,	1201Capitol	Access	Road,	Baton	Rouge,	LA	70804,	to	inform	the	public	of	the	National	Flood	Insurance	Program	the	authority	of	Louisiana	Revised	Statute	Title	48.	This	material	was	printed	in	accordance	with	standards	for	printing	by	State	Agencies	established	in	R.S.	43:31.	
If	you	or	someone	you	know	would	like	to	receive	future	copies	of	this	newsletter	please	contact	our	of ice:		LA	DOTD			 	 	 	 	 PHONE:	225-379-3005	Floodplain	Management	Section		 	 	 FAX:		225-379-3002	1201	Capitol	Access	Road		 	 	 	 E-MAIL:	susan.veillon@la.gov	Baton	Rouge,	LA	70802	 	 	 	 WEBSITE:	http:// loods.dotd.la.gov	

LA	DEPT.	OF	TRANSPORTATION	&	DEVELOPMENT	FLOODPLAIN	MANAGEMENT	–	SECTION	64	PO	BOX	94245	BATON	ROUGE		LA	70804-9245	
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